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ROAD DEATHS 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs D.J. Guise):  Today I received a letter from the Leader of the Opposition 
seeking to debate as a matter of public interest the following motion - 

That this house expresses its deep concern regarding the dramatic increase in the number of deaths on 
our roads this year. 

If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it. 

[At least five members rose in their places.] 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The matter shall proceed on the usual basis. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [3.23 pm]:  I move - 

That this house expresses its deep concern regarding the dramatic increase in the number of deaths on 
our roads this year. 

At this time of the year - the festive season - many people travel in Western Australia.  The latest figures 
released by the Australian Transport Safety Bureau, which is a statutory commonwealth authority, clearly 
illustrate that Western Australia is the worst performing state in the country for road safety over the past five 
years.  That is the period of the Gallop-Carpenter governments. 

The government of Western Australia expresses concerns about these matters, and it wants the people of 
Western Australia to believe that it is slashing the road toll when that is clearly not the case.  Almost every other 
jurisdiction in the country has cut its road death toll over the past five years, but not Western Australia.  Its death 
toll has dramatically increased under the current government.  Members should take a moment to consider that 
point.  More people are dying on our roads today than when the government came to power.  It is now a time for 
serious action.  The only other state or territory that has had an increase in its road toll over the past five years is 
Queensland, but Western Australia’s toll is 260 per cent higher than Queensland’s.  The state government is not 
doing a good job in this area.  Already, 190 road deaths have occurred in Western Australia so far this year; 37 
more than at the same time last year.  The increase up to November is 20.9 per cent on the same period last year; 
once again, the worst performance in the country.  The government’s lack of direction and purpose is reflected in 
recent comments by the minister to the effect that lives will be saved only when motorists take responsibility for 
their actions.  That is an obvious admission that the minister’s best effort was to make a comment blaming 
people for their own actions.  The government needs to do a lot more.   

The opposition has called for an independent review of road safety in Western Australia and the road safety 
strategy.  The minister has stubbornly and arrogantly refused to work with the opposition to help reduce the road 
toll, and the consequences are clearly on the shoulders of the government.  Backbenchers are becoming 
frustrated with the minister’s lack of action.  The members for Albany and Collie-Wellington have both spoken 
out in the media about road safety and road deaths in a manner that conflicts with what the minister is saying.  I 
notice that neither of those two members has spoken out in Parliament on those matters.  I wonder where the spin 
is really coming from.  Are the members genuinely concerned about road deaths in their areas or is the Labor 
Party spin machine trying to get them higher profiles in their electorates?  Hansard reveals that neither of the 
members has ever spoken in the Parliament on road safety issues.  Maybe the minister needs to talk to them.   

The government’s approach to road safety has not been to engage the Western Australian public in an equal 
partnership based on mutual respect, but to alienate the public through the purchase of more speed cameras, 
increased fines and reduced speed limits.  The government has not produced any evidence that its heavy-handed 
approach to road safety has yielded results.  In fact, the rising road toll seems to contradict claims about the 
effectiveness of the government’s efforts over the past five years.  I remind members that a Liberal government 
established the Road Safety Council and the Office of Road Safety in 1997, in an innovative and coordinated 
approach to road safety.  The government currently generates about $34 million a year from speed camera 
revenue, and has promised to put that money back into road safety.  However, the vast bulk of that money 
continues to go into the consolidated fund, which has further alienated the Western Australian public.   

The minister has talked about young P-plate drivers having to do 120 hours of supervised driving time, but that 
is almost impossible for any normal family, when people have jobs to do.  It might roll off the tongue very 
easily, but 120 hours is a significant amount of time.  The situation is similar with the problems of hoons.  The 
member for Hillarys would be familiar with this issue.  The government’s anti-hoon legislation, with its concept 
of taking people’s vehicles off them for 48 hours, is really just a tap on the knuckles.  If we are to influence 
people, they should lose their vehicles for a much more significant amount of time - at least seven days.  The 
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opposition has called for hoons to be taken off the road for that time.  The Western Australian public obviously 
does not believe that 48 hours is long enough.  It is regarded as a joke.  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman:  Why didn’t your upper house colleagues support it the last time it went through?  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The fact of the matter, member for Joondalup, is that there have been 37 more deaths on 
the road this year than at the same time last year.  The number is going in the wrong direction.  The 
government’s efforts have been quite pathetic.  The opposition’s offer of bipartisan support for a review of the 
Road Safety Council and of road safety in Western Australia has just been treated with disdain.  It is time we had 
a good look at new technologies available in the private sector, including advanced driving simulators, intelligent 
speed adaptation, following distance warnings, seatbelt reminder systems, and reverse collision warnings - the 
list goes on.   

There is no doubt the government has the influence to encourage manufacturers to produce safer vehicles as 
standard in Western Australia and certainly through its own significant buying power with the government fleet.  
The government can encourage car manufacturers to give road safety greater consideration by buying fleet 
vehicles of the highest safety requirements.  Features could include electronic stability control, seatbelt 
reminders, side curtain airbags and a minimum four-star crash rating.  All of those things are well and truly 
within the government’s capability.  The minister’s approach is to call on Western Australians to buy vehicles 
with a four or five-star rating.  How about the minister leading by example?  Why do government contracts not 
have the strictest safety standards? 

If we look at the figures for road deaths by state or territory in the monthly bulletin, we see that Western 
Australia’s toll increased by 88.9 per cent in the month of October 2006.  The highest after that was the Northern 
Territory, up by 66.7 per cent.  Most of the others showed a decrease: Victoria’s toll was down by 39.4 per cent, 
Queensland by 3.3 per cent, and South Australia and Tasmania by 50 per cent.  In the period from January to the 
end of October, Western Australia’s road toll increased by 20.7 per cent, a far greater increase than any other 
state.  The closest state was Queensland with an increase of three per cent.  Most of the populous states had a 
decreased road toll: Victoria was down 8.9 per cent, South Australia was down by 17.5 per cent, New South 
Wales increased by 2.4 per cent -  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Percentages are meaningless; it is the numbers that matter. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The numbers are important, but they are reflected in percentages.  We are the worst 
performing state in Australia.  The member for Yokine has to acknowledge that as a former policeman.  Western 
Australia’s performance over the past five years under the Gallop and Carpenter governments has been the worst 
in the history of this state. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is absolutely wrong; absolutely false. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Is it?  It is reflected in the figures, minister. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I will give you the real figures, the official figures; not the ones you make up. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Oh, the real figures!  The increase in the 12 months to the end of October is 16.5 per cent.  
The situation in Western Australia is borne out by these figures supplied by the Australian Transport Safety 
Bureau.  It is there for all to see.  I will be interested to see which figures the minister uses and we will compare 
them with the ones that were given to us.  The minister cannot deny that he has not done enough.  He has had an 
unprecedented offer from the opposition to work together to improve road safety in Western Australia by 
reviewing the whole concept.  The minister has refused to accept that.  What has the minister done?  What 
measures has he taken to reduce the number of road deaths in Western Australia?  There are few that I can think 
of.  Maybe the minister can articulate the plan he has, rather than buying more Multanovas and working out 
where to place them, and antagonising the public of Western Australia.  He should be working cooperatively to 
find a solution to the serious situation that exists in this state. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [3.33 pm]:  On 16 August I moved a motion in this house asking the 
government to undertake a thorough and comprehensive review of the road safety system to develop an 
integrated and evidence-based approach to road safety.  At the time, 118 Western Australians had died on our 
roads.  The total now stands at 190: that is 72 additional deaths in just four months, at an average of 18 a month, 
or 4.5 a week.  It is a terrible statistic that none of us can be proud of.  It is a shocking state of affairs when, as 
the Leader of the Opposition said, we are heading into the Christmas period when historically the road toll 
increases. 

As opposition spokesman on road safety, I have been contacted by many people who have phoned my office and 
said that they are disenchanted with what the Office of Road Safety is doing with regard to the carnage on the 
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roads.  That is why I brought that motion to the house.  That motion is still on the notice paper.  It is very simple.  
The motion called on the government to undertake an independent review of the road safety system.  We were 
not saying that the Office of Road Safety was failing totally and its strategies were not working.  We were saying 
that people in the community had doubts about whether the road safety system was working effectively.  The 
minister’s response was basically that the government would not support an independent review of road safety.  
The minister said in part -  

There is a gloomy picture of individual and multiple deaths, particularly when they affect our families 
and local communities.  However, that gloomy picture should not hide the fact that we are making very 
real progress in road safety. 

Once again, I remind the minister that this year there have been 190 deaths on Western Australian roads.  I 
would hardly say that that is “making very real progress in road safety”.  The minister said also, in response to 
the comments of the member for Avon, who was very critical of the government and accused it of sitting on its 
hands -  

It is not simply a fluke that since 2000 there has been a downward decline in the number of deaths on 
our roads.  Rather, it is due to the ambitious five-year road safety strategy called “Arriving Safely: Road 
safety strategy for Western Australia 2003-2007”, which was developed by the Road Safety Council 
and endorsed and implemented by this government.  I acknowledge and commend the previous 
government for establishing the Road Safety Council . . .  

The minister said also -  

Western Australia, through the Road Safety Council of Western Australia and the work of the Office of 
Road Safety, has moved in a short space of time from being regarded as a follower in road safety, often 
lagging behind the best, to being a leader. 

The figures that were quoted by the Leader of the Opposition would hardly support that contention.  When it 
comes to road safety, Western Australia has been the worst performing of all the states over the past five years.   

The minister went on to remind the house of some of the road safety initiatives that have been put in place by 
this government.  The minister said -  

As I have already indicated, in 2001 this government introduced the 50 kilometre an hour speed limit in 
residential streets.   

I acknowledge that that initiative has been successful.  The minister said also -  

The government has introduced a double demerit point system, which has seen crashes on public 
holiday long weekends decrease . . .  

However, that initiative is no longer having much effect.  During the recent long weekend, there were multiple 
fatalities on our roads.  It no longer seems to concern people that they may lose double demerit points if they 
commit a road traffic offence on a long weekend.  The minister said also -  

The government has also banned the use of handheld mobile phones while driving.   

A story in today’s The West Australian by Paul Murray refers to the fact that despite that ban, people are 
continuing to not only talk on their mobile phones while driving but also send text messages and do all sorts of 
other fancy things on their phones.  The fact that people are being inattentive in that way obviously has an 
impact on road safety.  The minister said also -  

There has been an increase from $13 million to $20 million per annum in state funding for crash black 
spots.  . . . We also have the new safer roads program, which has an allocation of $123 million over four 
years . . . 

The budgets have also provided more money for more speed cameras for use near schools and more 
red-light cameras. 

I agree that we need more red-light cameras.  This is an important issue.  Under the new system it will be 
possible to penalise people not only for driving through a red light but also for speeding through a red light.   

Some time ago the opposition raised the issue of road safety around schools, because that had been brought to 
our attention by parents.  We said that the people of Western Australia want flashing lights to be installed in 
school zones, particularly if the schools are alongside busy roads.  The member for Ballajura, who is now an 
Independent, was the Minister for Police at the time.  His comment was that flashing lights do not work.  He said 
he once had flashing lights near one of his pharmacies, and it was a distraction for people in the pharmacy.  Do 
not worry about the kids going to school.  The former Minister for Police said that the flashing lights did not 
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work because they annoyed him when he was working in his pharmacy.  The government has dragged its feet on 
some of these issues.  Under the new system, the government wants more Multanovas to be placed outside 
school zones.  That will prosecute people; it is not a preventive measure.  People have become disillusioned 
about Multanovas and they perceive them to be used to raise revenue.  The opposition believes that they are 
necessary because they are an effective tool.  However, the public continually asks us why the revenue raised 
from Multanovas is not spent directly on road safety rather than putting two-thirds of it into the consolidated 
revenue.   

People are continually disillusioned about that issue and a number of other things.  They want tougher penalties 
for people who are a menace on the roads.  The Leader of the Opposition mentioned the anti-hoon legislation, 
which we totally support.  However, impounding a car for 48 hours is inadequate.  The minister has said that it 
should not be a penalty.  Under the government’s legislation, a hoon’s car is impounded for 48 hours.  We 
believe that a hoon’s car should be impounded for seven days because that would pose a greater inconvenience.  
The public is telling us that serious repeat offenders should be taken off the roads completely.  Instead, repeat 
drink-driving offenders are given extraordinary licences to continue to do their jobs because we are told by their 
employers that the offenders are good workers.  If a company believes that, it should pay a taxi to drive the 
employee.  It sends a shocking message to the community when people are caught drink-driving on half a dozen 
occasions and are allowed to continue to drive their cars because they are granted an extraordinary licence. 

The public also wants drug-impaired drivers taken off the roads.  This is another area in which the government 
has been particularly slow to act.  In 2003 the member for Midland, who was the Minister for Police at that time, 
said that the introduction of legislation to curb drug-impaired driving was a priority for the government.  Three 
years later, in 2006, the drug-impaired driving legislation is still going through Parliament.  By the time it is 
passed next September or October, it will have been nearly four years from the time the member made those 
comments to the implementation of the legislation.  That is far too slow.  People are telling us that they want 
better driver training and they want people’s driving to be reviewed from time to time.  They say that a person’s 
driver’s licence is the one licence in a person’s life that is not reviewed until a person reaches the age of 80 and 
the department wants to check whether the person’s eyesight is all right.  People ask why a random review or 
some other type of review is not in place.  People also want safer roads to be constructed, especially in the 
country.  We need more passing lanes because they are one of the best features of country roads. 

In closing, another matter that has been mentioned to me on many occasions, which is something that the 
government should consider, is reinstating the Road Traffic Authority.  The member for Yokine was a 
policeman, although he was not in the Road Traffic Authority.  That unit comprised specialist police officers 
who dealt only with road traffic.  They had a terrible job because they constantly dealt with road facilities.  There 
is a need to have specialist officers back on the roads.  The police must be more numerous and more visible on 
our roads.  The opposition continues to call for an independent review of road safety because it is a huge issue in 
Western Australia.  The government should be listening to us.  The minister has heard this said many times.  
Government backbenchers are now getting involved and are trying to send a message to the minister.  However, 
the minister is being very stubborn.  We hope that he will listen now because we cannot continue to allow 
Western Australians to die on the roads, as they are presently. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [3.45 pm]:  I could talk on the subject of road safety for hours on end, but I will 
certainly not be able to do that within the time frame we have today.  The number one action the minister could 
take to reduce the number of deaths on the state’s roads, starting tomorrow, would be to reintroduce the road 
traffic section of WA Police. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Your government got rid of it. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  The section needs to be reconstituted.  I think the member for Yokine agrees with me. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I do agree with you. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  It needs to be reconstituted because the road traffic section dealt with a specialist area of 
policing, just as the criminal investigation branch deals with another specialist area that needs to be homed in on.  
The Road Traffic Act is complex and has many facets.  The police must interpret not only the act but also the 
many regulations and the codes that go with it.  The whole question needs to be sorted out.   

The number one way to prevent road deaths is to have a highly visual police presence.  There is no question 
about that.  Double demerit points, speed cameras and such devices are tools that police officers should have in 
their kitbag, but they should not be the vanguard for road safety in Western Australia.  The vanguard for road 
safety in Western Australia should be candy cars containing two police officers.  This has proved to be a 
problem in recent times with the decreasing ability of police to cover this area.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is not true.  We have put a number of additional cars on the road this year. 
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Mr M.J. COWPER:  The fact remains there are fewer cars on the road now than there were 10 years ago.  That 
is the plain fact.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  We are increasing the numbers. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  The reasons for fewer cars on the road include occupational health and safety 
considerations and the way in which prisoners are processed.  These take police officers off the road and put 
them into police stations where they are not really needed.  Unfortunately, that is the result of the competing 
demands of modern policing.  A concerted effort needs to be made to put police officers back on the streets.  All 
the other areas, such as the way police deal with triage and hospitals deal with patients, can be improved on.  A 
host of other actions can be taken, but the number one priority is to put police back on the road.  The police 
service still subscribes to output-based management, which means that officers must indicate on the bottom of a 
spreadsheet how many people they have stopped and how much it has cost, but there is no way of tangibly 
recording how many deaths may be prevented by the presence of a police car on the road.  

Road trauma funding, from memory, was something like $19 million last year, of which $9.3 million or 
thereabouts was spent on television advertisements, which have a limited capacity to impact on the community.  
The strategic traffic enforcement program funding was about $1.6 million - I stand to be corrected - which was a 
small proportion of the overall funding when compared with television advertising.  Road trauma funding also 
pays for the running of Multanovas, which I think was $2.4 million or $2.6 million a year before the additional 
cameras were introduced.  The government is putting so much more into television advertising than it is into the 
strategic traffic enforcement program.  The government has announced that the police wage claim has been 
settled, so I hope that it can get on with the job of recruiting the 350 police officers who are desperately needed 
for not only road traffic enforcement but also all the other aspects of policing, including the Australian National 
Child Offender Register unit, which needs to be supplied with staff to do its job properly.  If we could achieve a 
more highly visible presence of police officers on the streets, it would be the number one strategy for reducing 
the state’s road toll.  We can argue that the state had 189 deaths under this government and 200-odd deaths under 
the previous government, but who cares?  Let us not be pedantic about under which government more road 
deaths occurred.  The fact remains that one road death is one too many. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [3.48 pm]:  I agree with the member 
for Murray.  The two sides of the house should not be arguing about numbers, because one road death is one too 
many.  A large number of deaths have occurred on country roads, particularly of motorcyclists.  The recent spate 
of motorcyclist deaths is very sad.  The festive season is a notorious time for serious injury and death on the 
roads, so we must take every measure that we possibly can to reduce such injury and death, including increasing 
the number of police cars on the road.  I am sure that all drivers slow down when they see a police car.  I thank 
police for the job they do and pay tribute to them.  They are away from their families working while we are at 
home enjoying the wine, the presents and our families. 

I will touch on motorcycle deaths because of what has been seen recently.  There are not enough training and 
awareness programs for motorcyclists.  The National Party has previously raised this matter, and believes more 
emphasis should be given to this area.  It is something that should be examined going forward.  Bob and Jeff 
Leiske of the well-known Leiske family - Jeff was the world motocross champion - have contacted my office 
and offered to be involved in giving professional advice or training, and to assist by offering their knowledge of 
motorcycles.  If people of that calibre are willing to help, it is something that should be taken up.  I am happy to 
talk to the minister about that later.  Perhaps we can get in touch with them and involve them somehow. 

The trouble with motorbikes is that they are hard to see.  One need only look at the recent statistics to realise that 
something has to be done in this area. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Anecdotally, with the death on the Albany Highway in Victoria Park about two or three days 
ago, it looked like the car just pulled straight in front of him and didn’t see him. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Yes; it happened in Kojonup about four years ago to a mate of mine, Tarby Taylor.  The 
same thing happened: the car did not see him - bang, and he was gone.   

The National Party put forward an idea about two or three years ago with respect to demerit point redemptions 
for drivers aged 18 to 25 years.  It was not taken up.  Under this scheme, rather than removing youngsters’ 
licences after accruing 12 demerit points, they would be given the opportunity to undergo a government-
sponsored and controlled re-education program, in which they would still pay the fine but get three points back if 
the program was undertaken.  This would keep them on the road and provide a chance to re-educate them.  It is a 
really positive program that the government should examine.  I reiterate the necessity for advanced driving 
courses and that passing lanes on country roads should be a major priority for the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure. 
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MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [3.51 pm]:  Members have discussed road safety issues.  On 
Tuesday, 31 October, I asked how many speed camera infringements were issued on 10 July 2005, and what was 
the dollar value paid.  I was told 939 Multanova infringements were paid with a dollar value of $68 650 for one 
day.  Only one-third of that goes towards road safety.  The member for Wagin made mention of the recent 
motorcycle accident.  I went through the intersection in question in Victoria Park about half an hour after the 
accident happened, and it could be quite easily seen that the car was at fault.  I raise a point about the way in 
which the media and the police record a death.  On 21 November, a 63-year-old woman was charged with 
dangerous driving occasioning death after hitting and killing a 57-year-old motorcyclist in Banjup.  On 1 
December, a 54-year-old was charged with dangerous driving causing death after hitting and killing a 31-year-
old motorcyclist in Wellard.  On 2 December, police called for witnesses to an incident involving a 30-year-old 
motorcyclist who was killed after a Nissan Pulsar had turned in front of him and his pillion passenger in North 
Beach.  Also on 2 December, police called for witnesses to an incident in which a 23-year-old motorcyclist was 
struck from behind and killed by a 33-year-old woman driving a Toyota Land Cruiser who dragged the rider 
250 metres before stopping.  The way in which the media report such incidents is another issue.  It is often the 
driver rather than the motorcyclist who is at fault in these fatalities. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [3.53 pm]:  I thank the 
opposition for giving the house the opportunity to debate road safety today.  It is a very important issue, and I 
accept that the wording of the motion reflects a very genuine expression of deep concern from the opposition, 
just as this side of the house is also deeply concerned about this matter.  No-one has all the right answers.  The 
government certainly wants to work with people across the community, including the opposition.  People are 
putting good ideas forward, and the government needs to pick them up and see if they can be part of the strategy.  
However, the government has difficulty with the Leader of the Opposition’s being very selective in his choice of 
statistics in order to play politics.  This reflects the fact that some of those opposite have not done the work, do 
not understand the numbers and therefore do not appreciate that the strategy that has been put in place has 
resulted in real improvements.  If the Leader of the Opposition will not work with real numbers, he will not be in 
a position to cooperate. 
In 2000 - the last year under the Liberal government - there were 212 deaths on our roads.  In 2001, there were 
165 deaths; 2002, 179 deaths; 2003, 179 deaths; 2004, 179 deaths; and 2005, 162 deaths.  The lowest annual 
number of fatalities on our roads was recorded last year.  The opposition cannot say the government is going the 
wrong way.  The government is very concerned that this year the number is up to about 190, but that figure is 
still lower than the equivalent in the last year of the Liberal government.  The figure is likely to remain lower to 
the end of the year.  There is no point saying that this government has a worse record because, clearly, the 
statistics are improving.  When the Labor Party was in government in 1990, 1991 and 1992, there were about 
200 road deaths a year.  After the Liberal Party came to power, there were 209 deaths in 1993; 211 in 1994; 209 
in 1995; 247 in 1996; 196 in 1997; 223 in 1998; 218 in 1999; and 212 in 2000, which was the last year of the 
Liberal government.  When the Liberals came to power, the number of road fatalities rose; under the Labor 
Party, the rate has substantially declined.  Members across the chamber share a genuine concern about the 
number of deaths on our roads this year.   
Mr P.D. Omodei:  One could argue that the work we did on building roads in our time in government meant that 
the number of deaths dropped when you came into government.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The Leader of the Opposition can argue that point; however, he will not find any support 
for it.  I do not want to take long, because I know that a lot of members on this side of the house want to speak to 
the motion.  I will be as brief as possible, even though this is a serious issue.  By highlighting those statistics I 
am not saying that politically one party does better than the other.  I am trying to make the point - two other 
members alluded to this - that we must deal with the statistics in a realistic way without political point scoring.  
Let us deal with the facts, not cheap political shots.  Let us consider why the death toll has come down since we 
came to government.  Although a range of measures have been implemented, the 50-kilometre speed limit, 
which was introduced in 2001, has had a real impact.  Best estimates suggest that in the first two years of 
implementation, that measure saved 64 lives and reduced crashes by 20 per cent.  We measured the numbers of 
crashes on our roads before and after that measure was introduced.  The introduction of that speed limit does not 
mean that everyone obeys it.  However, it has reduced speed in a way that has had a clear impact on the number 
of crashes.  We interpret the data to come to the understanding that the measure has potentially saved 64 lives in 
the first two years.  Double demerit points have been effective.  However, as one member quite rightly pointed 
out, that measure does not always work.  We must continually reassess things; we must continue to talk, listen 
and make changes.  Double demerit points have sent a positive message to the community, and they have been 
attributed to a 20 per cent drop in road crashes on long weekends.  The law against driving while talking into a 
hand-held mobile phone is not always fully enforced; indeed, we must keep enforcing it.  However, that measure 
was introduced to improve safety.  Funding for black spots has increased from $13 million to $20 million a year.  
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The new Safer Road program has been allocated $123 million over four years, primarily to target run-off road 
crashes along certain road lengths or sections.  I have received letters of complaint from people who have said 
that we cannot chop down the trees along our roads because that will spoil the environment.  We all know that 
clearing road verges can save lives.  It is a delicate balance.  That clearing is under way, but a lot more needs to 
be done.   
We have also increased police resources.  Members opposite have said that those resources should be further 
increased.  We do need more, but the fact is that we have substantially increased resources on our roads.  We 
have more speed cameras to ensure that we enforce the speed limits on our road.  Antihoon legislation has been 
before Parliament, and a couple of weeks ago we dealt with the Road Traffic Amendment (Drugs) Bill.  Changed 
traffic penalties will come into play from 1 January.  Some members opposite have said that people should not 
be fined.  The fact is that that is part of the strategy; that measure alone will not work.  If we can reduce speed, 
we will save lives - that is irrefutable.  Enforcing speed limits and fining people who break the law is a key part 
of that strategy.  We are progressing the repeat drink-driving initiatives.  Those initiatives include interlocks, 
which we hope to have in place next year.  We are providing more speed cameras around schools and more red-
light cameras.  Those measures have been provided for in the current budget and we are rolling out contracts to 
get those measures in place.  We have ensured that there is a minimum of $15 million in the road trauma trust 
fund each year for road safety initiatives.  Rather than relying on what dollars come in, we have guaranteed that 
a minimum of $15 million will be available each year.  We have given a clear indication that we will implement 
a bold range of changes to improve the safety of young drivers.  Novice drivers will be restricted in the number 
of passengers they are allowed to carry and the times at which they can drive, and they will be subject to 
graduated demerit points.   

A whole range of measures will be implemented next year.  The point I make is that we must do better, albeit, 
the records indicate that the strategies that have been implemented have been working.  The number of road 
deaths that have occurred this year is a cause for concern, and I take on board the words in the motion that “this 
house expresses its deep concern regarding the dramatic increase in the number of deaths on our roads this year”.  
Although the figure today is still below the figure in 2000, the year before we took office, it is unacceptable that 
it has increased in the current year.  I constantly quiz the police and the members of the Road Safety Council to 
see whether any pattern has emerged that will indicate whether extra measures can directly address the issues.  
As members have indicated, the number of deaths of motorcycle riders has increased.  What is the actual cause 
of that?  Sometimes the pattern is not evident until we examine the relevant data in hindsight.  I keep pushing for 
that data to be examined as carefully as possible so that we can implement new measures to help keep down the 
toll on our roads.  The government supports the motion, but believes it will be clearer if some words are added to 
it.   

Amendment to Motion 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I therefore move - 

To insert after the word “year” the following words - 

despite the marked improvement in recent years with road fatalities being reduced from 212 
deaths in 2000 to 162 deaths in 2005, a record low 

MR R.C. KUCERA (Yokine) [4.01 pm]:  I have listened with interest to the debate today about road death 
statistics.  Difficulties arise when people quote percentages and even raw figures on this matter.  The figures 
were clearly stated for the number of road deaths during the previous government’s term.  I will not criticise the 
performance of the previous government any more than that of the present government.  Regardless of what 
members say, the reality is that if the rate of road deaths is constant or the trend is downwards, as is occurring 
now, the government’s approach is correct.  So far, no-one has referred to the increase in the number of motor 
vehicles on the roads nowadays.  There is a whole category of road users whose vehicles, such as small 
motorbikes, do not have to be licensed.  There has been a tremendous increase in the number of vehicles on the 
roads, yet under both the previous government and this government, the figures have been reasonably steady.  
That does not mean that we should think that the number of road deaths is okay.  As the minister quite rightly 
said, this year there has been a spike in the figures.   

I agree with the member for Murray.  One of the fundamental factors that affected the road toll occurred during 
the term of former Commissioner of Police Bob Falconer when he was instrumental in breaking up the specialist 
traffic units in this state.  I was never a member of those specialist traffic units because they were not my bag.  
However, I take my hat off to them.  They were amazing because day after day the officers involved had to 
attend some of the worst crashes ever seen.  I spent two and a half years in Mt Barker pulling people out of 
wrecks, an experience the member for Murray will know about.   
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There is a very fine line between a death and a serious injury.  Often these spikes in death rates are determined 
by what happens at the time.  Interestingly, behind the statistics on road deaths the same four factors are 
constant: alcohol, speed, non-use of seatbelts and, in the case of country drivers, fatigue.  Generally, the greater 
proportion of people who die in road deaths are country people.  Those deaths occur on roads developed by both 
the previous government and this government.  The Northam bypass is one such road, on which an enormous 
amount of money has been spent by both state and federal governments.   

The member for South Perth recommended that a review be undertaken.  One point missed by members on both 
sides of the house is that the Road Safety Council is a standing council of review of road safety issues not only in 
this state, but also nationally.  It is part of a national program of road safety that constantly compares the issues 
in each state.  As I recall, last year was the worst year on record for Victoria, and that state could not understand 
why because for many years it had had the best record with a downward trend in road deaths.  I have watched the 
trends over the past 30 years.  There is no doubt that in the days when some of the older members in this place 
got their drivers’ licences, there were far fewer vehicles on the road than there are now.  Yet more people were 
being killed on the roads in the 1960s and 1970s than are being killed on the roads now.  I do not have any 
problem with the opposition saying that we must be concerned about the number of road deaths, particularly this 
year.  I applaud anyone who wants to raise that issue, because the more we reinforce the lessons and the 
message, the better.  However, members opposite are politicising the issue by being critical of what the 
government is doing, particularly when some of the programs that are in place now were implemented by the 
previous government.  They are good programs. 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  That is where the member for Warren-Blackwood is missing the point.  The WA Road 
Safety Council is a standing council of review. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  We are saying that they should be reviewed. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  “We, we, we.”  As members of this Parliament, we need to get the message out there, 
particularly as we head into that time of the year when virtually everybody will be on the road at some stage over 
the next six to eight weeks. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  The message is not getting through. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The message is not getting through, and that is why we constantly have to reinforce it.  
This government has a proud record on road safety.  Indeed, the previous government had a good record on road 
safety, except for one thing: it got rid of the one tool in the police service that was effective; that is, the high 
visibility of police.  Members opposite should hang their heads in shame for that. 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [4.07 pm]:  Today I will read out a letter from two of 
my constituents about stopping the carnage on the road.  I have spoken today to the media about demerit points. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  Did you ask the minister whether you could talk first? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  No, he doesn’t need to. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  The member for South Perth goes to his group, makes a decision, gets rolled on it and then 
comes back with another version, so I do not think he is in a position to talk about me. 

This is a very serious issue.  I am speaking on behalf of constituents who have lost a child. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  So why didn’t your Leader of the House treat it seriously, instead of trying to amend the 
motion?  Do you agree with the amendment? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Cottesloe! 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  All I want to do is read the recommendations of a grieving family, and I do not need 
interjections from members of the opposition.  The recommendations are from Richard and Julie Brodala who 
lost their son.  I used to coach him at basketball.  He was a lovely boy.  In tragic circumstances we lost him in a 
road accident.  Instead of feeling sorry for themselves, his parents have come up with some recommendations, 
which I will read out.  Some of the recommendations are very radical and perhaps some of them will not be able 
to be implemented, but I told them that I would stand in Parliament and read out the recommendations.  They 
state -  

Reduce the amount of demerit points, from 12 to 6 for everybody. 

For those who object leave them with 12 points, but if they loose any points for whatever driving 
offence they do not get them back until 6 points are reached. 
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Therefore eventually every licensed driver will only have 6 points. 

For new drivers, 

They receive 2 points obtained for passing written test. 

To stay on learners plates for 12 months, they must be accompanied by a driver over the age of 21 years 
of age, whom must have 6 points. 

Log book to be signed, dated before commencement, during and on completion of learners permit. 

Driver and instructor, zero alcohol tolerance, throughout 12 month learners permit. 

Driving Test, another 2 points obtain on completion of successful driving test. 

One point for every 12 month thereafter, until a maximum of 6 points is reached. 

The result will be if no offences are incurred during this period, 6 points will be obtained by the age of 
20 to 21 years of age. 

Recommendation a law be proposed and enforced : 

If a driver is committing a driving offence eg: driving under suspension, not wearing seat belts etc, and 
not reporting these offences, suffers the same consequences as the driver committing these offences. 

Road graffiti, reckless driving, hoon acts, etc vehicles to be impounded for longer period if demerit 
points are lost for speeding, DUI etc, car number plates are to handed into police until demerit points 
are regained. 
Vehicle to be put over the pit, inspection to be carried out for the return of the vehicle plates. 

Alcohol Tolerance 

Reduce the 0.08% to 0.05% across the board. 
Probation drivers Zero tolerance, until 6 points are obtained. 
New drug, alcohol laws that are to be put into place will benefit these recommendations in making 
drivers aware of there responsibilities to themselves and other road users. 

Drivers to be made aware that - 
This is a very important point - 

“It’s a Privilege to Drive on our Roads, NOT a Right!!!! 

That letter was from Richard Bruno Brodala and Julie Ann Brodala. 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  Do you agree with those recommendations? 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  I agree with some of the recommendations; some are a bit radical. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Which ones do you agree with?  I am genuinely interested. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  I think we should start young drivers off with three points.  We should reward people for 
doing good things.  Obviously, we can take away rights, but we are not rewarding people who are doing the right 
thing.  Therefore, dropping the demerit points from 12 to six is a good thing.  There are young hoon drivers in 
the community who wear the 12 demerit points as a badge of courage.  They think they can go out and lose three 
points.  However, I tell them that they can have their car taken away. 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  I think your constituents are talking a lot of commonsense there, and I would certainly agree 
with the principles in most parts of the letter you read out.  However, the Road Safety Council could make a 
valuable contribution by reviewing them. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes; I will be passing this letter to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and the 
Road Safety Council.  Members must get out into the community, conduct forums and listen to more people like 
the Brodalas.  Country Labor (WA) must go into regional areas and talk to people.  I would not have had these 
ideas unless these people had come to see me over this tragedy. 
Dr K.D. Hames:  Could I ask whether these things would have saved their son?  What was the cause of the 
accident? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  He was in a car with another person driving.  He was not capable of driving his car and 
someone else drove the car in those circumstances.  If demerit points had been in the back of his mind, he may 
not have got into the car.  It is a situation that we hear about constantly.  Kids think they are bulletproof and they 
take that risk. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  They think they are invincible! 
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Mr P.B. WATSON:  At Leon’s funeral, which was about a week prior to the last election, I spoke to all the 
young kids there.  I said, “Look, it is going to happen to you.  You can’t get away with it.”  I drove to Perth three 
weeks later and half a dozen went past me just this side of Williams doing 150 kilometres an hour.  I saw them in 
Williams and said, “Guys, didn’t you listen to what I said?”  They said, “Oh no, we’re all right, you know, it’s a 
straight road.  We’re okay, we can do it.”  However, they cannot.  They need only a car or a roo to come out in 
front of them, especially on country roads, and their car to blow a tyre. 

I am very proud to represent the Brodalas in this chamber today.  I just hope that their letter can help save one 
other life in the country or metropolitan area. 

MR A.P. O’GORMAN (Joondalup) [4.13 pm]:  The carnage on our roads is something that none of us accepts 
or is happy with, no matter whether it results in one or 101 deaths.  Indeed, the government will be very 
disappointed to hear about the number of deaths this year after an improvement in the number in previous years.  
It is a bad thing that the number of road deaths has increased when the number in past years had decreased. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It is not just deaths we are talking about, my friend; you know that.   
Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  This motion refers to deaths and that is why I am talking about deaths. 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  Yes, you are talking in general terms.  It is not just deaths; it is also people who are seriously 
disabled for the rest of their lives.   

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  Aside from many other things that contribute to deaths on our roads, driver behaviour 
is a major contributor to deaths and to accidents that cause serious damage to people.  This morning, whilst 
heading down to my local post office to pick up the mail, I was coming down Joondalup Drive and turned right 
onto Shenton Avenue.  The filter arrow happened to turn red on the car in front of me, a black Holden Barina.  It 
had a P-plate on it.  The car stopped, appropriately.  The red arrow went off and the green light for drivers going 
straight through was still on, which allowed that car to turn right.  The driver moved into the middle of the 
intersection and sat there.  I will put it down to inexperience and not the numberplate she had.  When I saw her 
do this thing this morning, I thought she must be still asleep.  When I got around the corner, I spotted the 
numberplate, which said “Still dreaming”.  I thought she must be dreaming because she missed an accident by 
about four inches.  As a Falcon came from the opposite direction, she pulled out from a stop - she was not 
speeding up the road - and drove straight across the road.  If she had caused an accident this morning, it would 
have been the result of pure driver error and lack of judgment on how far she could get across the road.  I do not 
mind mentioning that person’s numberplate because she will know what she did if she ever reads my speech or 
hears about it.  Just about everybody at that set of traffic lights this morning put their hands up in the air, because 
it was that close. 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  Perhaps you should report her to the police for dangerous driving. 
Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  I have not had a chance to do that yet.  It was probably just error on her part.  She was 
a P-plater.  It still needs to be brought to her attention at some stage.   
A couple of members opposite mentioned motorcycles.  There have been a large number of deaths of people 
riding motorcycles in recent months.  We are blaming car drivers quite a bit for not seeing motorcycles.  I have a 
great issue with motorcycles.  I am not a motorbike driver; I was not good enough to get through my test.  I took 
a number of lessons - 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  You had trouble on a pushbike, I’m told! 
Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  Not quite.  Much to my wife’s happiness, I did not get my licence.  She is quite happy 
that I am still behind the wheel of a car and not sitting on a motorbike.  Motorbikes zoom past cars up and down 
the freeway - the member for Hillarys would have seen this - on any Sunday when the freeway is nice and 
flowing, not a car park.  When I am sitting on the speed limit, they zoom past so fast that I cannot even read their 
numberplates.  I have seen that on a number of occasions.  Quite often two motorbikes race each other.  When 
the freeway is a car park, motorcycles weave in and out of cars.  They are probably doing 50 or 60 kilometres an 
hour, which is not fast on the freeway.  When there is a lot of traffic around that is moving quite slowly, it can be 
a major problem.  On numerous occasions I have seen cars move slightly to the left or right of the lane and very 
nearly take out those motorcyclists.  I know that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is working with 
the police and technical people so that these motorbikes can be photographed from the rear or numberplates can 
be affixed to the front of their bikes.  We have to pull these motorbike riders into line to make them understand - 
Mr A.J. Simpson:  They’re all bad. 
Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  They are not all bad. 
Mr A.J. Simpson interjected. 
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Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  I do not know whether it is that small.  I drive along the freeway every day and I 
regularly get blown off the freeway by a motorbike.  It is a big issue.  A large amount of driver responsibility is 
called for, because that responsibility has been dropping over the years.  I do not know whether it is the 
responsibility of driving instructors or whether people are getting more blasé because we have safer cars.  The 
Holden Barina, for example, had a very low star rating in crash tests.  I just bought my youngest daughter a 
Toyota Yaris, which comes with ABS brakes, electronic brake distribution and airbags.  It has all the added 
safety features.  I do not know whether people are becoming a little more blasé, thinking that the airbags and the 
ABS brakes will help them. 
The minister has put extra Multanovas in place, particularly around schools.  I know, from talking to the 
principals and the parents and citizens associations in my area, that when we introduced the 40-kilometres-an-
hour speed limit in school zones, everybody thought it was great because cars would have to slow down from 70, 
60 or 50 kilometres an hour to 40 kilometres an hour when going through those school zones.  However, we all 
know that parents who drop off their kids and people who drive past those schools continue to progress through 
those 40-kilometre-an-hour zones without reducing their speed.  The only thing that makes them reduce their 
speed in those areas is if a motorbike cop is there with a radar gun or if a Multanova has been set up.  If a 
motorbike cop or a Multanova is on Moore Drive, outside the Currambine Primary School, the traffic starts to 
slow down.  The situation is the same on Eddystone Avenue, outside the Eddystone Primary School.  It is not 
good enough to just change the regulations and lower the speed limits; there must be something to make these 
drivers stop or slow down.  Therefore, I support the words that the minister has proposed be inserted. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  What are they? 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  I do not have them in front of me at the moment.  However, it is a shame that the 
number of deaths on the roads is increasing. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  The member for Cottesloe is really smart.  He does not stand and make a speech very 
often anymore, does he?  Rather than just sitting there and mouthing off every day, why does he not stand and 
have the courage of his convictions for once?  He should be a man who has the courage of his convictions for 
once.  He does not have the courage of his convictions. 

Amendment put and a division taken with the following result - 
Ayes (26) 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr A.D. McRae Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr R.C. Kucera Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Dr J.M. Edwards Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr J.A. McGinty Ms J.A. Radisich Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mrs J. Hughes Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper  
Mr J.N. Hyde Ms S.M. McHale Mrs M.H. Roberts  

Noes (17) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Mr P.D. Omodei Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr M.J. Birney Mr J.H.D. Day Mr D.T. Redman Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Mr A.J. Simpson  
Mr G.M. Castrilli Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr G. Snook  
Dr E. Constable Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.K. Waldron  

            

Pairs 

 Mr T.G. Stephens Mr B.J. Grylls 
 Mrs C.A. Martin Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan 
 Mr P.W. Andrews Dr G.G. Jacobs 
 Mr M.P. Murray Mr M.W. Trenorden 

Amendment thus passed. 

Motion, as Amended 

Question put and passed.   
 


